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Total goods trade between the US and its NAFTA partners grew 279% from 1993 to 2012. 

 

 The North American Free Trade Agreement (NAFTA) be-

tween the United States, Canada, and Mexico entered into force on 

January 1, 1994, and created the world’s largest free trade area. 

NAFTA links more than 461 million people producing $17 trillion 

worth of goods and services annually (2011).  The dismantling of 

trade barriers and the opening of markets has led to economic growth 

and rising prosperity in all three countries.   
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Important Facts: 

 In 2012, NAFTA trilateral trade reached 

$2.3  trillion. Trade between the United 

States and Mexico represented almost 

70% of the total trade. Between 1993 and 

2012, total U.S. trade with Mexico in-

creased by 506%. In comparison, U.S. 

trade with Canada increased by 191% 

during the same period, while trade with 

non-NAFTA countries increased by 

225%. 
 In 1994, Mexican exports to the United 

States were almost 85% of its total ex-

ports; in 2012, it fell to a record low of 

77%.  U.S. exports to Mexico have risen 

from about 10% of total exports to 14% 

during the same time.  
 U.S. top export categories to Mexico in 

2012 were: Machinery ($36.0 billion), 

Electrical Machinery ($34.0 billion), 

Mineral Fuel and Oil ($23.8 billion), Ve-

hicles ($20.4 billion), and Plastic ($13.9 

billion).   

 U.S. exports of agricultural products to 

Mexico totaled $18.9 billion in 2012, the 

3rd largest U.S. Ag. export market. Lead-

ing categories include: coarse grains ($3 

billion), red meats, fresh/chilled/frozen 

($1.9 billion), and soybeans ($1.9 bil-

lion), dairy products ($1.2 billion), and 

wheat ($1.1 billion).   

US Top Trading Partners 2012, USD Million 

US and Mexico Exports (%) 

 NAFTA has increased Mexico’s overall trade  as well as brought about a wave of foreign direct in-

vestment; it has increased the competitiveness of Mexican industry; boosted unionization in Mexico (90% 

of the workers in Mexico’s export manufacturing industry are unionized); helped improve Mexico’s re-

gional development, particularly along the Northern border; and helped U.S. economic growth (Mexico 

tends to buy more U.S. exports as its GDP grows). 

Total goods trade between the 

United States and its NAFTA part-

ners grew from $293.1 billion in 

1993 to more than $1.2 trillion in 

2012, an increase of 279%.  Total 

services trade between the U.S. 

and NAFTA partners grew from 

$44 billion in 1993 to $82 billion 

in 2011 (latest data available for 

services trade), an increase of 

86%.  

Exports Imports Total Trade %

European Union 265,359.60 381,207.60 646,567.20 16.9%

Canada 292,443.0        324,246.3        616,689.3        16.1%

China 110,590.1        425,643.6        536,233.7        14.0%

Mexico 216,330.9        277,652.7        493,983.6        12.9%

Japan 69,955.00 146,392.20 216,347.20 5.7%

Germany 48,797.10 108,708.10 157,505.20 4.1%

World 1,547,283.3     2,275,150.0     3,822,433.3     

Source: US Census Bureau.

Source: US Census Bureau and Mexico’s Ministry of Economy. 



  Unites States Trade with NAFTA Partners and   

                            China, 2012 (USD Million) 

 

 

 

 

           

 

 Mexico is the second largest destination for U.S. exports and third largest source of imports (this is 

without considering the European Union).   The United States and Mexico have transformed the nature of the 

bilateral relationship from one of competition to one of partnership.  For the U.S. and Mexico cross-border 

trade often occurs in the context of production sharing.  People in each nation work together to create goods 

and regional supply chains crisscross the U.S.-Mexico border. 
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 Trade with Canada and Mexico supports nearly 14 million U.S. jobs, and nearly 5 millions of these 

net jobs are supported by the increase in trade generated by NAFTA, according to the U.S. Chamber. 

 

US Exports to NAFTA Members (USD Billion) 

Exports Imports Total Trade %

Canada 292,443.0        324,246.3        616,689.3        16.1%

China 110,590.1        425,643.6        536,233.7        14.0%

Mexico 216,330.9        277,652.7        493,983.6        12.9%

World 1,547,283.3     2,275,150.0     3,822,433.3     

Few Americans are aware that the United States 

registered trade surpluses with its NAFTA part-

ners in manufactured goods ($14.5 billion), ser-

vices ($40 billion) and agricultural products 

($2.6 billion) in 2011. 


